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- WORK OF VANDALS.

Raid ¢f 8harman's Army Told oy
One of Them.

A HORDE OF THIEVES.

Leiter Written by a L eutenant
Just After Burning of Co-
lumbla Corrcborative of
Charges Made,

To the Editor of The State:

Below will- be fourd a copy of the
original letter written by First Lieu-
tenant Thes Q. Meycrs, of Gen. Sher-
man’'s army whioch counter marched to
reach the goalof the ' Scoession Siate,”
which he ouly did after hembarding the
espitol I'rcm 1he heights of Lexicgion
county, whiah are in pisin view fro
the high points of this oity, lyirg “*jast
acro 8 theriver” Uponthese elay hilis
were plented the batteries, the sheils of
which scarred the espitol, tlen in
course of ecn-trueticn, and sounded the
death kuell, as it were, to the fair oity
on the Corgaree. This leiter yuts tke
cause of the burivg of Co umbia where
it properly belongs, snd  plaoca the
roaponsibiiity upon Gen. Shorman and
his sub officirs who were disguised as
privates,” acd did the looting.” |

In thisconncction [ may say thet this

commurioation oarrics out the ides, so
forccably advavced recently, by Prof.
Spahbr and Col. J G Gibbes, who have
trapslated and written up on the eub-
eot.
J Though the letter alluded to is from
husbard to wifs, and sent *‘by flag ol
truce,” I trust [ betray no confilenos,
a8 Lhe letter was picked up by an oll
southern *‘nigger,” and carried to h r
**Missue,” to kuow if it wes of value.

It is by reason of grest courtesy that
1 have a copy of this letter, saved from
the sshes of Jacksonville, and per foree,
is of a private nature. There are thou-
sands who have never heard anything
upen the subjeet; so with gracious per-
mission, 1 am permitted to give this
information which every true sympa
thizer of a *‘lost canse” will no doubt,
appreciate. The information is from
privato journals; fo the printing, for
eale, of this artiole is etrictly enjoined
and all copyrights reserved. For ob-
vious reasons some names sre omitted
in the papers sent.

Rubert 8 Sparkman.

Juoe 22, 1501.

February 26, 1865.

My dear Wife: I have po time for
partioulars. We bave had a glorious
vime in this State. Usiversal licenso to
burn and jlunder was the order of the
day. The chivalry have been stripped
of most of their valuables. Gold
forks, eto., @lo., are asMDg, Spoons,
camp as black berries? The Lerms of
plunder are as follows: The valusbles
procured we cstimate by ocompaniss,
Each company is required to exhibit
the resuit of its operations at any given
place. Oae-fifth acd first choice falls
to the sbare of the commander in chicf
and staff, one fifth to field ¢flicers of
regiments, and three fifths to the com-
pany. Officers are not sllowed to join
these expcditions withcut disguizing
themsalves as privates. One of our
corps commanders borrowed a suit of
rough clothes from one of my men and
was gucoessful in this plsse; he got a
large quantity of silver, (among othcr
things, an old time silver milk pitcher)
and a very fine gold wacch ftom a Mr.
DeBaussure st this place. DeSaussure
18 one of the K. F. V.'s of South Caro-
lina, and was made to fork cover lib-
erally. Officers ovir the rark of cap-
tain are not iwasde to put their plunder
in the estimate for general distrnibution.
This is very unfair, and for tha* reason
in order to proteet themselyes, sub
ordinate officers and privates keep baok
everything that they ocsn carry about
their person, such as rings, car-rings,
breast pins, eto., of which, il ever |
live to get humo, I have sbout a quart—
1 am not joking—1 have at least a quart
of jewelry for you and all the girls, and
some No. 1 diamoad rivgs aud pics
smong them,

Geu. Sherman bas silyver sod gold
enough 1o start a baok, His share in
gold walches and cinins slone, st Cuo
jombis, was two hucared and seveniy-
five (273); but 1 sma I counid not KO 1nto
pericusizss, All tie pencral officors and
weny jrivates had velus les ot
duru.u won, vven 1o ladis cwbroider
pookes hancereriels (L uave iy ehiuie
of them tvo ) We touk pold nnd
encugl irom the d——d reucls (o bavw
Teugeume G thetr Infernal currenncy tw e
over. Tias, (the cuireicy) wheiever
We GULLe &CTuls 1L We burs & Ve e
bider 1t utter:y worthless, 1 wish sil
the jewelry thssrm  has oonl o CAr
ried Lo the vid Bay Sate, il would doek
herout 1o ploricns =iyle, bo
wiil bo teawered all over the vorih and
middio Swetes. Moo ¢ I nogrocs as
ATRIG DiCIEr Lo Slay &b howmo, pariacn
laily afier thoy found oul that we only
wanted (ke able bedied wen, 1

cver)

1. Vi

a'ssl

tAand o
tell you the uut;, the youogst
best locking woucn)  Somcirwes w
take ff whole famuies ard gln
of negiuce by way ol 1o payitgE thn s
CCH3lowisia; DUt who us A part
thiss we suon mwanags 1o o v}
CImYs 10 Crossing nveri—somotimes in
other wayr. 1 ebalwrite to you apasin
from Wumington, Goldchoro, or sowe
other place 1a North Csrolina, The
order 1o mareh has arrived sod [ nu
olose hurriedly.

Love to grand mather and Aunt Char-
lotte. Take osre of yours- if and the
children. Do not show this letter out
of the family.

Your sffectionato Lusband,
U hos, Q. Meyers, Licut,, ete

P. B.—1 #ill send this by flag of
truoo to be mailed unlesa 1 have a
ohance of sendiog it (o Hilton Head,
Tell Sadie I awm savivg a puarl brscelet
and oarriogs for her; but Lambert got
the necklace and breast pin of the same
sot. I am trying to trade him out of
them. 7Mhese were taken from the
Misses Jamiscen, davghters of the jre
sident of the South Carclion seccssicn
oonvention. We found them on our
trip through Georgia.

arda

iallon

The foregoing is a copy of a lettor
found by Miss Floride Usntey, of Csm-
don, at the Yankce camp, nesr that

oity. It is dirceted to Mis. . Meyers,
Boston, Mass., and ocorroborates what

was belioved attho time, that officers
wore oitizens’ and privates' dress, in
order to rob without ecomprising their
shoulder straps. .

The following is a letter from Miss
Floride Oantey, now the wife of the
Rev. Mr. Johnson, reoctor of St. Pailip's
ohurch, Charleston, 8. C., written to
her son, Mr Joa Johnson, whoenquircd
of ber concerning the authenticity of
the aforesaid letter. All these are in
the possession of, and form part of the
journal, of Misa Grace Eimore, which
she kopt daring these troublous times,

Charleaton, March 29th, 1899,

My Dear Son: The letter you wrote
of weas writen by one of Sherman's
soldiers, ard picked up near our old’
home (Hobkirtk Hill.) The latter was
slightly damp from lying on the ground
when brough: to me by a negro woman
who had pioked it up, This womas had
slways been comeicered a quiet, good
womanp, not remarkably bLright, and
could not read s word. She found it
just after & part of Sherman's army
had raided Camden ard the turround-
ing conairy, and brought it to me to
koow if L eould tell her whose letter ic
wers, She did pot have an idea if 1t
was lesu by soldier or eiviliag, or te
whom ad (ressed. Atterwards, I lcarned
tuat the siver pilcher named, oorres-
posdad with ons taken from Maj
Joo. M D.S.uscure’s home: it was the
vnly prees takon, as it was left out by
wisleke when the rest of the famiiy
siiver was concesled, The letter was
yrinted iu the Usm len newspsper, but
it has pever been roturned to my pos-
segsion. 1 wounld be glad to have it
tow, orat least a copy of it. This
negrd women had been a slave of your
grandmother’s, aud aoted then and af
terwards, as il sho still bore allegiance
to hur, and you, I think, remowber her
as she vurscd your sister, joursef and
little John. Ske was named Cinda, and
waated to go with us to Charleston, but
her mother was old sod fecbla and
wanted her to stay in Camden. [a my
own mind and that of my femily there
is not a doubt of the letter being au
thentic.

I enjoved your lotter, and will write
sooy, My love tomy cousins in the
house,

Y vur affectionate Mother.

WRECKED IN A FOG

8hip Sank and Passengers Bec.me
Panic Stricken

The Orient Steam Navigation Com-
pany's steamer Lasitania, Captain Mo-
Nay, from L iverpool, Juae 13, off
Montreal, having 300 passengers on
board, was wreoked Wednesday night

off Cape Bollard. No loss of life oo-
ourred. All the passengers were res-
cued.

The Lusitania was bound round Cape
Raca for Montreal, with a large oargo
aod a ship load of passengers. She
wistook her coarse in s denss fog and
wiles rorth of Ospe Kace, bofore day
break. The ship ran overs reef and
hangs agaiost a cliff. The passengers,
who are mostly emigrants, were panic
stricken. They stampeded and fought
for the bosats, and they were overcome
by the cflicers and orew, who secured
control aftergreat trouble and a pro
loneed struggle with the rougher ole-
meat among the passengers, who used
koives. Tue women and children were
first landed and the men followed. The
crew stoud by the ship.

The passengers of the Lusitania had
a terrible experience, The first know!-
edge which thoy had of tha disaster
was wheo, owing to the ship rasping
over the rocks, they were all burled
from their berths. Many of them were
bruised and they all hurried on deck
in their might oloths, A seene of great
cxeitewent evsued. F.ve hundred por:
8uns were olamoring tu cscape while
the orew tried to pacily them and
lsuach the bosts. The male passengers,
in their attempt to seiss the boats,
trampled the women under foot and
fought the crew with knives. Some of
L e more socl-headed of the pacsengers
assisied the crew in their efforts to get
out the boats,

The women and childron rescaod
were almost naked. Dicuched with
epray, they were puled up the oliffis by
the coast prople. Some of the boats
were detnolished in the smif while at-
temptivg (o lavd sna their hslf drowned
oceupasta hild on to rocks shivering
with the sold until o sonod,

Tiis moruing the ushappy passen-
gors, alter shivering for boars on the
Lujy Lrsmped vl Wiary Ili:l 8 iD
heir endeavar w reach vhie honse ot tle
D bertues, wiers wiey aro now shoelter
d
Previcus to reaching the c¢liffy, the
Hes » porsed 1w o0 hours of werribie
Xty vn Lho wreuk ‘he siwamer
Gicneor, biivsiong the Lusitavia's pas-
el rs, was dao licre We CBusy nipht,
Lo messenyer who orouzht the news of
Lie wicek 10 St Julius ca) 8 the passen-
g rson voard Lie Liustian'n drow their
LIVEE (o cut e bua iannings acd
Lfia i Lh ¢ed ol the stesmier
viicu ey Wonght tho lniter atteuped
: T L RN | Q inro dolbg.

Llg Lesl mmes=ugo 1o the sgenats of the
Lusiiavia nere soys tho vessel s hard
d b mgroucd on vh recl a (1&1.:.-||'J'

| wiuch

Fostoflices Washed Away,

Otfisial adviecs to the postofice do
parimeont show that the break on the
Virginia apd Ohio division of the Nor
fulk ard Weontern raiirond, caused by
the flood extends for a distance of 50

miies, from Wilhiamson to Knnis, ¢ Xaept
10 gpeis the branch line ruuning frum
Gosdwill to Braowell 18 prec.ically en-
tirely washed away. Uhiof Clerks
Goodle from Washington, and Sales from
Liynoliburg, of the railroad wail service,
have gone to the flood disiriot Lty make
a repore oa the sicustion aud nesd in a
pusial way. The postmaster at Uedar
Biuil. Va., wired Wednesd sy that the
mouey order funds, forms, blanka and
#tam pe, together with transit mail from
Paiut Lick, Va., wero swept away by the
flvod., Cedar Blulf is on the Clineh Val

ley division of the Norfolkand Western
railroad, in Tazawell county, The poet

mastor at Kauis, Va., also reports his
oflize swept away. The first aotion of
the postctice department in furnishing
cmergenoy mail servico into the flood

distriect was taken Wednesday when
Arsistant Postmaster General Shallen
berger au horized the establishmont of

& special service to Duhring, via Bran-

well and Freeman.

.

IN WAKE OF FLOOD.

The

Wreck of Railroads and
Bridges Were Complete.

OREAT LOSS TOMINES.

No Coke Can be Huindled for
Watks Whisksy Courage
Caused Loss of Sav-
eral Livas.

The damage in the coal ficlds begins
at Cole Dale, which is 15 miles
west of Biuefield. At that place great
embankmunts supporiicg the railroad
track have been washed out.

At Mayberry, from the train can be
seen five houres upset snd partially
demolished. The bracoh road lcadirg
from this point to tha Norfolk ard
Delta oollieries has sustained heavy
demage; the track is wasbed out in
some piaces and covered over in others,
acd those lett of the lorg row of vain
able compeny houses have an unsichtiy
appearanoé on acconnt of material
washed in their yards. i

The loss hore and at Lick Branch is
$156,000. At Lick Branch the water was
very high, and at this placs damage to
tho main line of railroad begins, ard
destruction of coal company property
inoreases.

At E nis oan be scen the remsins of
a valuable house, and on d:wn below,
lumber from many buildings is ool
lee ed high mgainet bridge sbutments
and other unmovable struotures. At
this plase the esst bound track boegivs
to ertirely dissppear and at rome dis
tapcs further the roadbed is catirely
gone from both tracks.

The iron bridge structures still re-
main but the aj prosches 10 eith.r eod
in most all cates have been entircly
washed away, by reason of lumber fiom
demolished houses and other material
being wedged against the sbutmeats
oausiog the water (o flow around. All
wooden bridges are gone. The Turkey
Giap colleries’ losa is 29,000, the tip
ple is slightly damaged and the coke
tracks gone.

The delivery and coke oven tracks nf
the Croz-r and Houston operations are
most entirely gone. Bridges and all
oars are turncd over empty and partially
loaded, and someare demolished. The
Crozer boiler house is washed out sud
the damage sustained is $25 000.

The dsmage at Houston is §15,000.
At the Upland company the boiler
house and tipple is partially washed
away. Alopg here the oanip houses
have been mouved and” destroyed. Ba-
tween this operation and Kyle, all
.,ﬁ..dnambnd.y damaged, nearly every-
thiog baving exchanged position with

Wi o BB VRSS9 p Y (RSP B
making and riprappicg ever sinee the
high water of 1897, have been levelled.
All operations have had heavy loss and
weeks will have patsed before they osn
work agsin to advantago.

Heavy damage was done at Ljnob-
burg operations, mostly to the tracks.
Up north Fork branch a ruined house
can be seen, besides a lot of building
material which was lodged sgainst
North Foik bridge. The water has
ohanged its course at this bridge by
rcmoving the embankment at the east
approach. The North Fork cporations
all sustained considerable damage.

Algoma lost liouses and tracks and
no reasonable cstimate can yet be made.
K'kridge loet a number of houses, coke
ovens and trestles. The power house
snd their tracks were washed out. The
tipple is also damaged; loss $20,000.

Greenbrier lost a number of houses
and their tracks were damaged.

At Rolfe the tipplo and trestle were
damasg: d.

At Roanoke the damage to houses,
trestles and tracks will smount to #7,-
200,

At Arlington bridges are gone above
and beluw the tipple and the loss is
estimated at 10,000,

Al MeDowell the tracks are washed
out and houses destroyed.

Gilliams loss is heavy in
houses.

ludian Ridge lost a number of housss
and ther storchouses was dawagcd
Dr, Workman s hovee and offise wers
washed away, losas $12 (00,

Ashisnds 1ost boiween cight and ten
thousand. Bottom oreek Luse $25 000,

pidewater 108l Leavily.

At Keysiooe the streeis are washed
nrepular and debris s
Hours of tle baliving s
Cicd wilh mnd aud

emall

CVLerywuuio,
ndlog are ooV
walcer Las bevn o
UYL LOe Lowu L0 A cunsiderabie 4
Had 1 not beed for the jumaine of
three or lour buidi
pear the suspeusion briage, 1o dou
the entire properiy of the tuwn would
Lave boon a toial loss,

185 &t Lo upper cnd,

Juast opposite Calhoun’s bulldiaes on
the other side of the creck, ali bhowees
Wore cutirely swept away, iccloateg
e wost vt Beliotier towa.  Proper.y
18 underiwined sud badly damagcd a
Burke, Tue whoie fill, on whicin the
two tracks pass through Koysione,
votirely gone, tracks acy sl
wagon tridge and the coal compuny
houses on the company’s sido are u.

gouz, sopd Banks building kuown
“"Lhe First Changs Saloon,” is dewmol
ished. Many pcriocs hiad narrow ea

oapes with therr lives and wen,
sod obildren euoceceded 18 croapiog
through water walst doop, whils other
were earried away. A Mr. Abbott sua
cceded in rescuing & wan named Lok
wood on Main stroct by [aste nlag him
self to post by means of a roy o and mak

Wuman,

1ug 8 dive in the swift water jast as
Lookwook was sinking from view.
Maoy similar rescues were wade.

Kight bocies have been found botweew
Burke and K:kmau, Therois no doubt
that many lost their lives through mor
prijects and from beiog intoxiosted.
Une white man got on a section of side
walk and left town with his arma folded
roemarking that he was going down be-
low to find out how everythiog was,
His body was recovered afterwards,
The loss at Pocrlcss is ostimated at
$30,000 and at Sbawnce st § 0 000

“‘How to Keep Cool” recipes are (he
order of the day, and like a cortain
other long sought remedy, have never

yet proved offioscious. Usndidly- ifa
tull be permitted—the only way to
koep cool is not to try.

THE CROP OUTLOOK

The Weather Conditions Last Week
‘Were Unfavorable.

Below is given the weekly bulletin
of the condition of the weather and
crops in the State issued last week by
Direotor Bauer of the South Carolins
section of the ciimate and crop ser-
vioe of the Ulaited Stetes weasther bu-
reau. It is of special interest in view
of the gloomy views of the farmera:

The week ending Monday, June 24th
bad nearly normal temperature, and
olosed with extremely hot weather,
with maximum temperstures between
95 and 100. A minimum of 61 was ob-
gerved st Spesrianburg on the 18.h.
There was less than the usual amount
of sunchine over a large portion of the
State, bat generally 1t was about nor-
msl. There was a severe hail and
wind storm in Lexirgton county on
the 22d.

The rains of the werk were loeal in
character, bus were the heaviest of the
scason at & few points. The heavest
rains occurred generally in the Nur h
Carcliea berder oouut es, where bot
twm lends wore flioded for the fifth
timo (hig year.  Cuitivation made good
progress in tho oeuiral and southoast
¢ro conntivs, but even there loglands
are still oo wet to plow, while else-
where plowing was practicable on only
from or e to three dsys, and fie'ds con-
tivue (0 be foul with grass and weeds,
i piaess, to snch an extent that both
o ra aud cotton bhave becn abandoned,
aud lowland oats have beea ecut and
curcd for hay on accouat of the grass.

Uotton iwmpreved shghty where it
could te worked, but the plants eon-
ticus to bo woscasouably small, and
wuch of it is yellow. Some ocoiton is
sealded and lice are still in evidonoea,
although loss numerons than last
weck. UChoppicg is not fiuished. Mary
fislds are 811l gris:y and much cotton
i3 being destroyed iaclosning it of
grass snd weeds. Sowme ficlds have
bepn abaodoned on mcsouot of their
foul condition snd searsiiy of laborers.
Ses island made a decided improve
ment.

Uplard corn looks well where it was
worked, but much looks yellow and is
very emall, while lowland ocorn is ir-
retricvably injured by exoess of mois
ture and lack of proper cultivation.
Boyttoms hevs not all been planted or
replanted. Uorn is tasseling low and
is unpromieing generally.

Tobaceo is Lkeing cut and oured in
Florence county; it is small and poor in
all sections, but hes improved duaring
the week, IKice is exocllent in the
Charleston and Williamsburg distriets,
scmo was damaged by overflows snd
stagnant water in the Uslleton dis-
trict, while in the Georgetown dis-
tricts freshcts injured it, snd only
about one-fourth the ususl amount of
June rice csuld be planted. Wheat

wheat was poor owing to rust and
scab. Oats about harvested. Both
graing are sprouting in the sh?ok to.

with generally good yiolds, = ¢
Sweet po‘ato slips are still b%ll]g set-

out. Some peas hava been plafited. In
places mcions are blighting, bult a gen-
eral improvement is noted. Pesohes
are rottoning extensively as they ripen.
Apvles eenunue to drop.

Wild plums snd berries are plentiful

A coniinuation of dry weamther is
necded to improve erop prospeots
whioh are still vcry unfavorable.

A Little Boy Killed.

The Columbia State says a deplorable
socident ocourred at the Kpworth or-
phansge duriug the storm of Wednes-
day alternoon. An old cow shed was
blown to the ground, killing one little
fellow outright and wounding two
others. The boys—nine in mumber
——were  in the orchard gathering
plums. Overtaken by the rain
they went under s uncarby cowshed
together with two negro men, a half
dozen cows and two horses, The old
shed was unsble to withstand the in-
ercasing force of the wind and soon after
foll with m crash. Assoon as the ne-
greed could disentangle thomselves the
wreckego was rewoved.  Charlie Stack
was fouud lyipg oo his left side pinned
to e ground by a Leavy sill which had

! There wera scveral

crushicd bis skull,
Lruised on hia body aud his leg was
broken.  Loe White had & long ga-h
down the lurchead aud face to his hip,
L belog out 1o the boue, and John H.
Parkor bad his right cibow  dislocated.
Lhe anes of tho wjured boys were 9, 6

d 12 yowrs respeouveiy. The hittle

ioivow wuao wad kuled, Charlie S aok,
e o tucorplanage about throe aud &
b yolrs ag0. His luraer homwe was 1o
PloreaQs wiere ho sed his oider Lrother
lived up 1o the vwme of heir fatuer's
death,
Killed With an Axe.
Riv. Pairies Coswmoers, vue of the
Wust prominent oz os of the Holly
Fiogs cusitoa, Ocsuce Uonnty, had
il tro thy ofoots of o vlow 1o
GiVed Bk the hacus of hia son-1a-law
Lau Rusch vorial days ago, with an
X ALl thig trousiv, it 18 Baid wes
wieed by Rosch not providing for hi
wialamuy, 10 1ived sb tho bome of
Mi. Chawbirs who told im he ought
0 get to work ard make u hving for
S 1atiiliy lHosoh buesms futivus, se
CAIcd b1y pXe, and Conll & deadly bluw
lie =xdo ol 16 back of the left ear.
Mr, Uhambors 15 a loader of hissection,
houvrsvand tespucied.  Moaoh has been
10 trouuie betore, his fatlerin law al-
Wayd cumlog o lus resoue, Irying to
wake sumelhing outo hia,

Killed by Lightning.

A gresi wauy more persons seoms (o
be kiied now by lightuing than formor-
1¥.  While stacking wheat on his farm,
s1x wiles south of Piedmount, Ala., on
W vdnesday., Hobert Coo. aad his Son
wero struck by lightning acd instantly

kilied, While working in a field in
Liipeoln county, Nor:h Carolios, Wed
nesday afternoon, William Husa and
one son were iostanily killed, and

another son probably fatally iojured by
J].'ill.l.l.i.::g‘_

A Long Sentence.

Oae of the longest and direot sen-
teuovs ever pronounced upon a orimi-
nil 18 probably coniained in the decis-
1on of aJudge in Naples, who inflicted
resoutly upon an ltalian adventurer,
wio pleaded guilty to and was conviot-
ed of sixty four separste forgeries. The
judgo figured up the penaltios and offi-
vially sontenced the prisoner to 1,088
yoars of solitary confinement.

STARVING IN CHINA.

The 8ud Condition of That Un-
hsppy Country.

MILLIONS DYINQ FOR BREAD.

Years of Orought the Cause.
Death by the Thousands.
Children 8cld for
Bread to Eat.

Twenty millions of men, women and
children starviog; a univirsal hunger
that causes thousands of deaths daily;
parched fields and a drought of three
yeara' duration; whole villsges abandon-
ed (o the dead, and the populastion sub-
sisticg on roots avd herbs; mothers
selliog their children for bread, and
the h.rrors of caanibalism,

Buch is the awful piciur: that has
reccntly been breught (o the attention
of the world from beyond the moun-
taina’ which enclose the provinees of
Shansi and Shensi, ia China.

The first breek in the eilence of de-
spair, tha ficst signal of disiress from
the millions of etarving in their iso-
lation esme in the form of a cablegram
to Awmerioa from la Hung Ohang,
China's "'Grand Old Man,'—the Bus-
ma ck of Asia,

The ea legram in itsclf was s strange
thing  Four the firct time in that long
history whioch began in the dawn of
time, Uhina was appealing for aid to
the pewer world beyond the tireat Wall
and the great sea  N.over before liad the
like occurred. Calamities and wars
and pestilences there have been in
Chins during thoe loog, monotonous
dynastics, but none that she oyneidercd
impossible of relief from rasourocss
within her own borders. All the tradi-
tions of her past, all precedent and re-
ligion, were cpposed to & plea for aid
from a foreign power. Sad, indeed,
must be the plight of the 20,000,000,
when Li Hung Chang says to Uhristian
America: ‘*Help, or we periah!’

**Very serious famine,” Earl Li ca-
bled; *‘epreads over wheole province of
Shansi. Over 11,000,000 population
affeoted. Urgent relief necessary. Con-
dition warrant immediate appeal.”

Wu Tirg Fang, Chincse minister to
the United Siates, supplementsd the
viceroy's words with an urgent mes-
sage of his owp, and forwarded =
translation of the following touching
appesl from the governor and native
relief committee of Shansi:

*“This time the famine is more seri-
ous than ever, becsuse in the north are
'the allied troops, and in the south we
have seversl places in rebellion. China
o vory pver mow, and the people are in
sucha straightened position that no very
big assistance can be expeoted from
them. Since more than several months
now, the famine has been beginning in
places in this province.” In some vil-
lages they are eating humsn flash,

**All our brothers in the world should
be very sorry for us, and should know
how unfurtunste we are. We wish all
our veople to share some of your money
which you spend amusing yourselves
and for traveling, and for dressing snd
for sll kinds of ocomforts, to rescue
these poor people. It is much better
tosave the starving and dying men,
women and children here, than to build
a pagoda or temple, or even a churoh—
because from ten to twelve willion peo-
ple are suffering to death.”

The two provinoes of Shansi and
Shensi are side by side 1o the northern
part of the Chinese empire, 600 miles
trom (he ses coast, ther combined
area of 157,000 gquare wilos, about that
of the New logland Siates with New
York and Penneyivania; yet, crowded
into this small territory are 20,000,000
human beings, more than one-quarter
the entirs pupulaiion of the Uaited
States.

Shansi and Skensi wore onee beauti-
ful and fruitful. They are mountain-
ous sand furrowed by pictarerque yal-
leys. In fact, m liters!l transiation of
Shaost would mean “*Mountains of the
Ksst.” For cesturics before wostern
listory began, the dense population
cultivated rico on tho terraces ou the
bulsices,  Suansi ic oid ever for Chiva.
les principal eicy, Tai yuen, was the
capital ol the cmpire when Pokin was
uew. Ls peopla were siwple, contented
aod peaccavie,

Ducing whe last deoade Karopean and
ALeriCan 0iVIiZation Las Crivey 8o en

harvest is nearly finished, and lsle*nTo Sur Qun Leople and Paraiguese:

cFilg Wodpe 1000 chis projudiess and
sUpcraltitlons ol who mouutaz:n pra-
vinees, Kspecially was this (rae of
Dhansy, the uearer of Lhe two 1o tho goa
ousst, Until reocutly it was the soene
ot the levors f more thao 180 mi-sion
ation. Ageots ol toreigo fiiws in Houg
Koug ana Shanghar nave crossed tie
Wwokileid Passes, aud Lave wsde a bo-

gituing iu what willk tome day be ua
dvabledly a large rwpor trade wich the
Iarers of the T Val.gys,

LFrero are comparatively few streams
10 tho two proviuees, aod waier lor Lhe
rice fields 14 s_pplied by Irrigating
ditches and wells,  I'nese Ury up when
rain fsils, and the resali 1s a failure of
crops aud Iamine. Sach is the sundi-
tuen now, Kor two years scarccly any
rain has fallen 1o Shaosi and Shensi,

Before the last of the missionaries
left Shansi, the black shadow of hun-
kor hung so low over the land as to
make cven the famioe horrors of ladia
small by cowparison. And tho shadow
has oontinued 1o deepen. No one will
probably ever koow the exast vamber
of vietims, but recent accounts give
some idea of the death hsrvest that is
being gleaned intho parcied fields.
Rice, the one important staple of food,
18 wortin its weignt in gold, As & sub-
stitute the peeple, in sheer despair, eat
grass and tho leaves of trees.

Deaths are too numerous to make
funerals any longer possible. Oatside
of every village a dosp pitis dug, and
every morning are laid the bodies of
those who have died during the night,
covered only by a thin layer of oarth,
Lister in the day another ghastly layor
18 placed upon them and the process
continued until the pity is filled, which
soldom takos lobger than a fow days.
Liarge towns are depopulated. Tho in-
habitans wandor like wild boasts

thtﬁugh tho fiolds searching vainly for
ood.

ioed

Leathern straps and ssoks are boiled
and esten to satisfy the cravings of
huoger. Some idea of the horror of
it all can be gathered from the follow-
ing letter rececived im this eity from a
Chinaman in Shansi:

““A man just came from a village
outside of this oity, and described the
condition of the starving people, which
made me feel as though I was amon
them. Thirty dollars was the price o
a bag of rice. The poor have no rice;
they killed everything in sigh., if cat-
able, and cooked even leather boxes or
bags, and stewcd tree-bark and grass.
Bome of them were so famished that
they were even eating earth.

f"On the ﬂ:l-at dalyl. he 1“ a x;:]:ﬁbu

of poor people selling their ohildren
for rice. Oa the seocond he saw the
same party lying starving on the road,
and on the third day about half of
thcm were Jead, and their miserable
bodies were lying at the mersy of
hungry dogs and wolves.

**Nearly cvery city, town or village
he pacsed through was desertod or tiw
houses cocupica by the desd. It is
said that in ono town the peopla have
opened a humsn flesh markes,

**Another friend told ma of a family
of nine. ‘The m.theroould not bear to
near the ory of the famished children
and finally commiticd snicide.”

The Christiao Herald oaught up Li
Huug Chavgs appesi and spread it
broadeast throughout the Uuit:d
Siwates. Tho response has been mure
qnick and genercusthan to asoy previ-
cus oalis on the genercsity of Aweri
oans. Oaoe of the first contributions
was from President MoKicley, who,
drom his epccial oar oo bis jouraey
soross the comuinent, telegrapued bis
eontributioa along with that of Mr.
John Huy, secretary of siate.

Alread 20,000 have been oabled to
the Rehief cowmittee of five mission
aries in Tientsin. The obitacles which
led some persoms in this oountry to
foar that the distribution of famiue ra
lief in Chioa would ba a difficalt ta k
have melted away.

Shansi's new governor is & vary pro
gressive Chinaman. He is a friead of
e foreginers, aud he recently sent an
offisial esoort to Pekin to conduct the
missionaries back to Tai-Yen-Fa.
Shensi, too, has been found to be quite
as accessible for relief operations as
any other part of the emp.re.

These are the days when eleotrioity
and steam are knitting the world to
gother. $20,000 can now be sent from
New York to Chins almost as easily as
to Pniladelphia.

While you are reading this a flotilla
of small junks and river boats is prob
ably well on its way up the Yang-tse
river. The flotilia is laden with tons
of rice. It will follow its windings to-
ward the southern borders of the two
provinces, and then continue up the
river Han to a point where its oargo
will be loaded on wagon trains snd
carried far into the interior. Thou
sands of lives will be saved, and, as
Wu Ting Fangrecently put it, **The
io'of will goa long way toward help.
ing tho Chinese to realizs the foreign-
ers are not their enemr

Yes, $20,000 will go s long wav in
Shansi and Shensi, but after all, it is
only a beginning. A great deal more
is needed before the shadow ocan be
lifted from over the desert wvalleys.
A fund is now being raised whioh it is
hoped may rival the hundreds of thous-
ands contributed for India.

Crushed, heartbroken China today
looks to America as her best friend.
There is something pathetio in Li
Hung Chang's selection of this coun-
try for his appeal.

Li Hung Chang was the friend of
Gen. Grant. By his instructions, the
Chinese minister ¢very memorial day
lays a wreath on the tomb onm River
side Drive. Li Hung Chang mads to
us the first admission of his country’s
suffering.

Shall nis apper]l be in wvain? W:ll
the countrymen of U. S, Grant give
no heed? No, as Dr, Louis Klopsch
8ays, in a lictle pamphlet just issaed by
the relief fand:

** *Let the dead past bury its dead.’
These people, though their skin be yel
low, though their customs be stranga,
though they live in a diffarent clhima,
though they have eorred, and griev-
ously errod, yet are they our brethren,
and we will not desert them in this
bour of terrible affliction and dis-
LIcss.

*'They ghall not die if we can prevent
it. Their children ehall not be sold
Zor food, for to them (hey are as doar
as our own prattiing babes are to us;
they thall not starve, seeing that Gud
Las given us enough and 1o spare. Uat
ol our abuudance will we aseist them,
aopd, God belping us, we will do 1o
ihem a8 we would, uuder similar oou-
ditions, have them do to us, and thus
reduciug be Goden Rule to practice,
wo Will give them bread wo the fuil ex
teat of vor 10dividual sbilicy.”

Saving hives 1in North Chioa is oot an
eXpeusive prooesy,

Ten Amerioan ¢.nts will pay the ex-
penses of & wswmsll family tor a day
aud twonty cents will save a life for »
wouk, A dollar is all that {8 nesded
to maintaio & lamily of five for & wock
and $100 wiil keep alive a good sized
village. All contributions towards this
desciviog osuse should bo addressed
(0 the Coipa Famioe Helief fund, care
I'he Christinn Herald, Bible House,
Now York.

A Fatal Collision.

A collision oocourred on one of the
streets of Montgomery, Als., Wednes.
day afternoon betweena trolley car and
hozo cart oaused the death of oune man
aod four were injared. 1he fircmen
were responding to an alarm of fire acd
were crossing the railroad track when
the hosa earriage was struck by the oar.
Tha street had recently been graded at
that point and the out was of such a na-
ture that neither party could gec the
other until too late to stop. The hose
carriage was totally demolished and the
front end of the ear badly broken. The
conduotor and motormen were arrested.

A Careless Engineer,

A froight of the Beaboard Air Line
ran into a freight of the Plant system
at the crossing st Bladen, Ga., Wednes-
day morning. Lt is the law in Georgia
vhat all trains shall stop at orossings.
From the evidence it seems that H. K.
Bradford, engineer of the Seaboard train
failed to stop his train. A orash was the
rosult. Bradford was seriously injared
and his firoman, Robert Simms, was
instantly killed. Nobody on the Plant
system train was hurt, Soveral oars
woro smashed and the Seaboard engine

was wreoked.

THE CROP U ILOOK.

On the Whole the General Condition
is Better.

The growing ocotton orop made fair

‘the last week and is doing
woli except in the Atlantio th;l
where exocessive moisture and lack
oultivation have kept its condition low,
but in those seotions, the orop looks
well. In the central and weatera dis-
triots squares are forming and blooms
have beon noted as far morth as Mis-
souri, while in southwestern Texss
picking has begun.

West of the Mississippi droughty
oonditions prevail that will scon injure
the prospects unless relieved by rain.
Lice are osusing some apprehension in
the Atinatio Statae, and the boll weevil
io Texas has cavsed damsge looally.
On the whole, the orop is in & fairly
promising econdition.

In North Carolioa frequent showers
with oloudy, cool westuer prevailed
duricg the week just passed. Raius
ocourred at some place or other in the
State on everyday of the week, and
were quiie heavy on the 21st and night
of the 24.h, oausiug freshets in the
smaller sireams; but gsnerally the
rains were loosl in charaoter, sad over
many counties there were favorable
opportunities for farm work. (otton
13 waking very slow growch, but looks
well an cultivated ficlde; grass contin
ues to be wroublesome; 1o some coun-
ties lioco have appesred on ootton.
Sums early plaated cotton is beginning
to torm eqaares.

In Soutn Uarolina cotton improved
elightly where it could be worked, but
tie plants continue o be unraasonably
small, and muach of it is yellow. Soms
ootion is soalded, aad lice are still in
evideno®, althouzh less numarous than
last week, Chopping is not finished.
Maay fizlds are sull grassy, snd much
cotton i8 beiog destroyed in cleaning
it of grass mnd weeds. Some fields
have been absndoned on azsomnt of
their foul condition and searcity of la-
borers. 8:s island made a decided :im-
provement,

ln Georgia heavy rains foll in the
eastern counties early in the week;
otherwise gemerally fair weather has
prevailed with high tempoerature. All
crops have been given much needed
cultivation, but the supply of labor is
not equal to demands. A slight im-
provement in the crop situstion is
noted in many counties, while in oth-
ers the detrimental effects of the past
heavy rains are still apparent. Cotton
is still in poor condition in many lo-
calities, but corn is rec@vering rapidly.

In Alabama hot, dry weather pre-
vailed, the day temperatures averaging
well up in the nineties, and, on s fow
days during the latter part of the week,
reachicg 101 degrees st somestationsin
widdle and eastern counties; practicslly
no rain ocourred, exoept seattered show-
ors in extreme eastern counties Sunday
afternoon, and a general rain would now
bs beneficial to all crops. The dry
qanthu; was tnorn&lve orh zuk, “3

tlon has Leen mostly worked out, an
:9: now clon&.”and. while 1t is nmli: itis
generally healthy acd is improving
steadily; squares are forming very gener-
ally, and some 1is ready to bloom.

In Miseissippi over the oentral and
northern portions of the State the work
was very favorable for the cultivation
and growth of crops; which are gen-
erally in good condtion, but nee ing
rain, In the southern ocounties the
continued dry weather commenced to
shew its ill effects on crops, especially
corn and gardens. Over the most of
the State cotton is olean and is mak-
ing & eatisfastory growth, although
generally from two or three weeks late.
1t is beeinning to bloom in some of the
gouthern and central counties,

In Louisiana the week has been prac-
tically rainless, and for the second
time during the present Erowing season
drouth of dsmaging intensively pre-
vails in all paris of the State-

CUottonis reported in fine condition in
& few looalities, rough and kinky or
turping red and in other ways show-
ing the bad effeots of the dry, hot
weather in other placas, but ganerally,
although from one to three week late
and growiog slowly, it is looking heal-
thy and the first planted is bloomirg,

In Tenuessse cotton ia still small, but
the high temperature of the week was
favoravle to i, and the outlook is more
encoursging now than at almost any
pravious time this seasson.

Ia Texas very light rain was repork-
ed from a few looalities in the north
castera aod over the exireme north-
western poriion of the Siate, and show-
crs ooourred here and there along the
Biazos and Trinity rivers on the 17th
and 18:%, but in no case was the rain-
fa.l suthecient to rolieve the needs of
orups.  Ail portioss f the State need
raio aod 1o a grest many s ciions, not
abiy 1o the ccutral, southern and east
eru, & serious drouth is prevailing,
Uouion, consideriog the dry weather,
has dune weli; the crop is  generally in
bioom. The orop aceds rain, but there
are only & low insiances noted where
the pisutis aoinally sufferiog for mois-
ture. The boll weevil conticues to
damage ciiton, bat their dspredations
are coplincd to limited aress in the
southern portion of the State; reports
indicate that they are being rapidly
thinood out by the various methods
used Lo cxterminate them. Karly oot-
ton io the cxiremoe south is opening and
is beiog pissed.

In Arkansas the weather continues
hot and dry. No rain of consequonce
ocourred during the week, exoept in the
northwest seotion, where soattered
showers oocurred on the 18th inst. All
crops are beginning to need rain badly.
Corn nud ocotton have made rapid
growth.

In Oklahoms and Indisn Territory
clear, hot woather, with high southerly
winds provailed during the week; looal
showers ocourred on the 17¢h, 18.n, 19:h
and 21st.  Cotton ohoppping is about
completed, and the plant is squaring
end commenciog to bloom; it made
good growth and is in good condition.

In Missouri cotton, in the southeast.
ern counties, is making exoellent pro-
gress and is beginning to bloom.

Ia Virginia there was too much rain
for ootton.

His Family Lost,

Lowell D. Hosmer, the former dis-
burser of the public works department
of Porto Rioo, died June 17, His wife
and family hava been unsucosssfully
sought for. At ome time they were be-
lieved to be at Jacksonville, Fla., or
Memphis, Tenn. Amerieans st San

Juan took charge of the funeral,

WRECK OF A TRA

——

ly County at Midnight.
Hours Before Wounded
Ware Treated.

Sixteen persons were killed and
sbout 50 were seriously injured in a
wreck of train No. 3, the west bound
Wabash limited, nine miles west of
Porea, Ind., at 12;30a. m., Wednes-
day. The dead are ail Italian emigrants
en route to Uolurado, whose names are
unknown. Two sestions of trein No.
3, one coming from Detroit and the
other from Toledo were consolidated in
this city into a train of eloven oars,
making up the fiyer forits journsy to
8t. Louis. It consisted of s combiaa-
tion baggage and express, ocombination
baggage and smokor, day osach, emi-
grant oosoln, three echair o ree
sleopers and the private car of General
Buperintendent Jotter of the Irom -
Mountsin railway. Haviag left this
oity ono hour late the train was spaed-
ing westward at a high rate when at a
point nine miles west the engine
pluoged through s trestle which had
been undermined by the recent heavy
raios. The embankment on both sides
of the littie stream dropped at s sharp
degree a distance of forty feor, Owing
to the momentum of the train tha en-
gine appeared to laap nearly scross the
embankment, plunged into the soft
earth on the opposite side and fell back
to the bottom. Kngineer Batler and
Fireman Adams were throwa from the
osb but not serionsly hurt. The ex-
press ocar and the first ohair oar were
telescopad. The emigrantoar followed
by two chair cars went down on
left side of the track and the first
sleeper pitched forward upon the mass
of debris, Its windows and trucks
were broken, but aone of the oocom-
pants were irjured. The remaining
oars also left their trucks, but were not
badly damaged. It was in the emi-
Snnt and day coaches that most of the

eaths and iojaries ocourred.

There was absolutetly no means by
ghiohdir.ha ;.ngine _ma::nl‘:. see the
impending dsager; in engine
ran out upoa the trestle before the
struoture gave way.

The ::ght was intensely dark, For
s few minutes after the fatal plunge
.ndd dreadful l.ll?:r of omh.iungd’ i e
s deathly stillness prevai w
was only broken by the ories of the in-
jured, Trainmen caught uo the
terns and rushed to ol
farm houses for assistance.
ers, with their wives and
bearing torches, . hastened to the
All efforts were bent to
aid to the injured. Telophone mes-
sagos wero dispatohed to this oity and
every physicisn was hurriedly taken
to & special train which corried them
to the soene. The injured were placed
about on cots and everything possible
done to ameliorate their condition.

For a time afier the rescurers reach-
ed the soene of the wreck little could
be dome in the way of moving the
dead. Hundred of tons of twisted iron
and broken timbers rested upon the
car where the unfortunate emigrants
were crushed.

By means of wrecking derricks the
mass was gradually oponed and by
daylight nearly allthe dead had been
removed to the city.

The Deadly Lightning.

. The storm which struck Pitsburg and
vicinity Wednesday afternoon

) a0~

was
short in duration, but terrific in power
and disastrous in effcot. The lightning

and thunder was practieally continuous
for about thirty mnpiates, the wind at-
taining a velocity of thirty miles an
hour and 46 inohes of rain fell. The
temperature fell 24 degrees within an
hour. One woman was killad instantly
by lightning and saveral other persons
may die from the same cause, number-
less houses and churshes were strack by
lightning and several picaio parties
were paniostricken, At South Avenue
park, a picnio party, composed of 1,200
persons, 700 of whom were children,
gathered in the dancing pavilion for
sheiter from the storm. Lightoing
siruck a tree within eizht feer of the
pavilion and set fire to the structure.
I'he picnickers were panio strioken,
women f{ainwed, ochildeeas creameds
anod oventhe men 1o the party
gave way to their fright. Fortuately
the heavy rain excvingushed the flames
and alihough s largs numoer of the
party were more or less huri, in the
panio, none were seriously injured. A
similar panio ensued at Si. Jossph's
parochial school, on Mouant Ouver,
where commenoement exorcises were
being held. The hall was filied with ohil-
dren and their parents when lightning
struck the building, teariag a porsion
t)fi the roof away. No fatalities resuit-
eda,

Jumps from Steamship.

The captain of the Anchor Line
steamer Farpessis, from New )ork,
June 15, which srrived at Glasgow,
Wednesday, reports that Riochard
Walke, s lawyer of Virginia, jomped
overboard from the stesmer June 20
and was drowned. A dipatch says
Richard Walke was a rosident of Norfolk
and one of the most distinguished law-
yers of the State of Virginis. Ho leaves
a wife and four dsughters. The widow
of Commodore Truexton is his sister.
He was ascompanied on the trip to
Karope by his wife and a gontleman
friend. His death is tho result of his
third attempt to end his life in recent
years, and he is the third of his family
to die by their own hands within the
E“t three yoars, In 1899 Henry Walke,

is brother, shot himself in Brooklyn
while on a visit to that city. Lattleton
T. Walke, son of Richard Walke,
stabbed himself to desth in his room
at the University of Virginia recently.

A Goorgis editor says if any farmer
lota the weoeds grow while it rains, and
does not work fast and oontinuonsly
while the sun shines he is going to find
farming a failure next sutumn.

This is & good time of the year to use
whitewash on fenoces,

The Accident Occurredin a Lone=
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